
The Northern Lights
scientific name: aurora borealis

1. the northern lights 
is caused by charged 

particles moving with 
the solar wind. 

2. dragged into the 
atmosphere by the 
earth’s magnetic 

fields at the poles 
the particles collide 

with nitrogen and 
oxygen atoms. 

3. the collisions  
release flashes 

of colored light.

The color 
depends on the height  

in the atmosphere where 
the particles collide 

since the composition 
of atoms varies:

Abisko 
is considered one of the 

best places in the world to 
enjoy the phenomenon  

according to lonely planet. 

the oval zone above the 
poles, where the magnetic 

fields are perpendicular to 
the surface of the earth 

through the entire atmosp-
here, forms an auroral oval 

directly above the little 
mountain village.

Ideal conditions 
the following will give you the 
best oppurtunity to catch the 

northern lights:

 • a cloudless sky
 • no light pollution

9 pm–2 am
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